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R. F. Christian's editions of "Tolstoy's Diaries and Letters", both in two volumes, are
definitive. Volume 1 of the "Diaries" covers the years 1847-1894, and Volume 2 the years
1895-1910. Passages have been chosen to reflect Tolstoy's preoccupations as a writer -
his views on his own work and that of others - and his development as a person and as
a thinker. The passages also show his attitude to contemporary social problems, rural
life, industrialisation, education, and later, to religious and spiritual questions. R. F.
Christian has grouped the diary entries chronologically, introducing each period with a
brief and informative summary of the main biographical details of Tolstoy's life. The
result is something much more than source material for Tolstoy's life and thought,
though it could hardly be richer in that respect, it is a unique, direct and unhindered
portrait of a great man and a very great writer in the variegation of his everyday
existence. 'As a picture of the turbulent Russian world which Tolstoy inhabited these
diaries are incomparable - the raw stuff not yet processed into art' - Anthony Burgess.
'Professor Christian's work, a fitting companion to his two-volume edition of the
"Letters", is an important and long-overdue contribution to our knowledge of Tolstoy' -
D. M. Thomas, "Sunday Times". 'What Professor R. F. Christian has done is to provide us
with a huge two-volume digest, punctiliously edited and translated ...It is a model of
scholarship, one of the most important books to be published in recent years' - A. N.
Wilson, "The Spectator". 'R. F. Christian's engagement for some fifteen years with
(Tolstoy's) letters and diaries has been a notable service to the English-speaking
public' - Henry Gifford, "Times Literary Supplement".

作者介绍: 

Professor R. F. Christian is one of the major scholars of Russian literature of the last one
hundred years. Most especially he is associated with Tolstoy being accorded the
highest praise from authors and critics like A. N. Wilson, Jay Parini and George Steiner.
Among his publications are Tolstoy: A Critical Introduction, Tolstoy's 'War and Peace':
A Study and his definitive editions of Tolstoy's Letters and Diaries (both in two
volumes). The Letters and Diaries as well as his 'War and Peace' book have been
reissued in Faber Finds. Professor Christian was born in Liverpool, graduated from
Oxford University with a first-class honours degree in Russian, joined the Foreign Office
and was Attache at the British Embassy in Moscow. His academic career began at the
University of Liverpool. At the University of Birmingham he became Chair of Russian
Language and Literature. He moved to the University of St. Andrews from where he
retired as Head of the Russian Department. A man of many interests beyond the
academic, it has been said of him that 'he has always welcomed change if it led to
improvements in standards of teaching and research, but one who has always resisted
the idea of change for change's sake.'
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