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Review

James Fallows, National Correspondent, The Atlantic

“For nearly a decade, Rebecca MacKinnon has been at the center of evolving debates
about how the Internet will affect democracy, privacy, individual liberties, and the
other values free societies want to defend. Here she makes a persuasive and important
case that, as with other technological revolutions through history, the effects of
today’s new communications systems, for human liberation or for oppression, will
depend not on the technologies themselves but rather on the resolve of citizens to
shape the way in which they are used.”

Joi Ito, Director, MIT Media Lab

“Consent of the Networked will become the seminal book firmly establishing the
responsibility of those who control the architecture and the politics of the network to
the citizens who inhabit our new digital world. Consent of the Networked should be
required reading for all of those involved in building our networked future as well as
those who live in it.”

Anne-Marie Slaughter, Bert G. Kerstetter ‘66 University Professor of Politics and
International Affairs, Princeton University

“Consent of the Networked is a must-read for anyone interested in freedom of
personal and political expression in the 21st century. It’s accessible, engaging, and
periodically hair-raising. It should have the same impact on public awareness of the
vital issues surrounding Internet freedom that ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ had with
regard to climate change.”

Mary Robinson, Former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and President of
Ireland

“The Internet poses the most complex challenges and opportunities for human rights
to have emerged over the last decade. Rebecca MacKinnon’s book is a clear-eyed
guide through that complexity.”

Joseph S. Nye, Jr., University Distinguished Service Professor, Harvard University, and
author of The Future of Power

“Cyber power and governance of the internet is one of the great unsolved problems
of the 21st century. Rebecca MacKinnon has written a wonderfully lively and
illuminating account of the issues we face in this contentious area. It is well worth
reading.”

Craig Newmark, founder of Craigslist

“A growing number of people throughout the world are counting on the Internet to
move their countries in a more democratic direction. Consent of the Networked
describes what’s happening, successes and failures, what’s next, and what needs to
be done. It’s the real deal.”

Kirkus Reviews

“An incisive overview of the global struggle for Internet freedom. . . . In her



wide-ranging book, MacKinnon details the many ways in which governments,
corporations and others are using the Internet—from empowering people to helping
authoritarian dictators survive.”

Booklist

“A vitally important analysis of Internet manipulation that should be read by anyone
relying on the web for work or pleasure.”

作者介绍: 

About the Author

Rebecca MacKinnon is Co-founder of Global Voices Online and a Fellow at the New
America Foundation. MacKinnon is frequently interviewed by major media, including
the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, FT, BBC and other news
outlets. She lives in Washington, DC.
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评论

rebecca这本书其实更可以被看成是一本介绍性的书籍，前四部分都是以实例为基础讲
互联网自由所面临的侵蚀和挑战，包括如何传统民族国家对赛博空间的蠢蠢欲动，以及
和民族国家分享权力的大型互联网公司的治理缺陷和颟顸，或者干脆为利益而牺牲公民
的宪法权利，如何让自由在赛博空间里不受政府或者企业的侵蚀？rebecca认为目前的
互联网尚处于霍布斯的" state of
nature"，我们要努力使其向洛克社会契约的方向发展，正如书名所示，在企业和网民
的关系中，体现出 the consent of the governed.
但是这种契约不会自动到来，就像民主不是自动到来的一样，需要无数行动者去争取，
才能给互联网自由带来希望。即使是身处后威权时代的中国人，这本书依然有一读的价
值

-----------------------------
Very provocative. From the "consent of the governed" to "consent of the networked",
and the frameworks of conventional nation-state fail to address the problems
regarding internet governance. 不足之处关于democracy还是西方视角的Lockean
view,案例多有重复，文笔略啰嗦。

-----------------------------
political communication课从老师那里借来的。做term paper用。

-----------------------------
材料丰富、新颖，观点明确。

-----------------------------
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书评

rebecca这本书其实更可以被看成是一本介绍性的书籍，前四部分都是以实例为基础讲
互联网自由所面临的侵蚀和挑战，包括如何传统民族国家对赛博空间的蠢蠢欲动，以及
和民族国家分享权力的大型互联网公司的治理缺陷和颟顸，或者干脆为利益而牺牲公民
的宪法权利，如何让自由在赛博空...  
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