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Understanding the dramatic political, social, and economic changes that have taken
place in Poland in the mid-1980s is one key to predicting the future of the communist
bloc. Jadwiga Staniszkis, an influential, internationally known expert on contemporary
trends in Eastern Europe, provides an insider's analysis that deserves the attention of
all scholars interested in the region.

Staniszkis presents the breakthrough of 1989 as a consequence not only of systemic
contradictions within socialism but also of a series of chance events. These events
include unique historical circumstances such as the emergence of the "globalist"
faction in Mosow, with its new, world-system perception of crisis, and the discovery of
the round-table technique as a productive ritual of communication, imitated all over
Eastern Europe. After describing the development, collapse, and reorganization of a
"new center" in Poland in 1989-1990, she discusses the first attempt at privatizing the
economy. Her analysis of the dilemmas accompanying breakthrough and transition is
an invaluable guide to the challenges that face both capitalism and democracy in
Eastern Europe.

作者介绍: 

Jadwiga Staniszkis (born April 26, 1942 in Warsaw) is a Polish sociologist and political
scientist, essayist, a former professor at the University of Warsaw and the Wysza
Szkoa Biznesu (Business School), a Polish campus of National-Louis University.
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Staniszkis一直以来坚持一个特别有趣的观点，就是社会主义政治体系里，每个人其实
都不容易知道自己真实的经济利益在哪里。或者即使知道了，也没法通过政治的方式表
达出来。即使是反对运动、转型、改革、私有化，看上去已经很有点民主的意思了，都
不例外。89圆桌会议之后一年里完成的论文集。从“没有政治的权力”到“没有权力的
政治”。粗略翻了一下。很棒。
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