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All societies face a key question: how to empower governments to perform essential
governmental functions while constraining the arbitrary exercise of power. This
balance, always in flux, is particularly fluid in today's China. This insightful book
examines the changing relationship between that state and its society, as
demonstrated by numerous reform efforts at subnational levels, and explores the
implications for China and the world.

Ann Florini, Hairong Lai, and Yeling Tan set their analysis in a comparative context,
investigating how China's changing understanding of key governance tools and
concepts compares with Â—and is influenced by Â—developments and debates
elsewhere. China Experiments draws on several specific cases to show how local
authorities have responded to the challenges posed by Beijing's rapid transformation.
The book thus differs from others on Chinese governance that focus on the
pronouncements of intellectuals, and it is unique in its detailed, empirically grounded
analysis.

The introduction sets the context and raises key overarching questions. It addresses
among other factors the wide variety of experiments underway by which authorities
are trying to adapt local governance structures to new demands. Chapters 2Â–5 then
explore the factors driving various specific governance reforms in China. Each chapter
explains the importance of various types of reforms in terms of implications for
governance, provides international and national context, and draws upon specific case
studies. The final chapter suggests a series of criteria by which China's political
trajectory can be assessed.
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Ann Florini is a senior fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution and
founding director of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation at the National University of
Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy.
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Yeling Tan is a pre-doctoral candidate in the Ph.D. in Public Policy degree program at
the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, and former research
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蛮面面俱到的，对地方实验的空间性着墨不多，对于政改的未来，作者持开放的态度

-----------------------------
一群大水逼

-----------------------------
the taboo against advocating the end of the party’s monopoly on formal power,
which remains absolute...

-----------------------------
挺失望的，一个布鲁金斯一个肯尼迪一个中央编译的，结果都在灌水。。。开篇说有人
说中国上有人说中国下，我们这本书会分析一下哪种情况比较靠谱，结尾说，我们认为
，中国可上也可下。。。不过bibiliography还挺有价值的



-----------------------------
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书评

转自http://www.newasiabooks.org/review/china-experiments Post-Mao China has
long been viewed by many as a case of economic development without political
liberalization. While more than three decades’ market-oriented economic reforms
have transformed China...  

-----------------------------
该书以崭新的视角，以大量的事实，剖析了中国三十年的改革、发展，提出了许多发人
深思的观点，令人耳目一新之余，对中国社会的过去、现在和未来禁不住陷入深深的思
考。中国的每一步改革、发展，可以说都是举步维艰，甚至是步履蹒跚，其间包含着每
一代党和国家领导人的呕心沥血...  

-----------------------------
作为地方政治研究来说，写得不俗。
在威权主义的体制下保持着经济高速发展的中国，在政策和现实操作之间有着各种各样
的空间和缝隙，这些缝隙中的故事可以算作这本书的主要内容。在控制和自由之间，地
方政府达到了一种微妙的平衡。政治也是一门艺术。  

-----------------------------
冯家镇！冯家镇！留下我青葱岁月的美好地方，没想到能和竞争性选举联系在一块儿。
几乎是一读双泪流。
乳山市在三个镇（冯家镇、口镇和徐家镇）的党代会选举中引入了半竞争性选举机制…
…自21世纪以来，民营企业主成为地方党委委员的第一例似乎就出现在乳山市。  

-----------------------------

-----------------------------
民主的指标应该包括各种协商平台，容纳多样利益，包括社区圆桌、乡镇会议——《中
国试验》中这一试验领域让我想起曾在某地见过的祭祖活动，来自全国商界、政界的宗
亲，从当地山村里抬出来的祖先容像，当地政府和人大代表…是否宗族这一已经消逝的
社会组织，成了连接政府和社会...  
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