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All societies face a key question: how to empower governments to perform essential
overnmental functions while constraining the arbitrary exercise of power. This
alance, always in flux, is particularly fluid in today's China. This insightful book

examines the changing relationship between that state and its society, as

demonstrated by numerous reform efforts at subnational levels, and explores the
implications for China and the world.

Ann Florini, Hairong Lai, and Yeling Tan set their analysis in a comparative context,
investigating how hina'sAchan%mg understanding of key governance tools and
concepts compares with A—and is Influenced by A—developments and debates
elsewhere. China Experiments draws on several specific cases to show how local
authorities have responded to the challenges posed by Beijing's rapid transformation.
The book thus differs from others on Chinese governance that focus on the
prorlwouncements of intellectuals, and it is unique in its detailed, empirically grounded
analysis.

The introduction sets the context and raises key overarching questions. It addresses
among other factors the wide variety of experiments underway by which authorities
are trym%to adapt local governance structures to new demands. Chapters 2A-5 then
explore the factors driving various specific Eovemance reforms in China. Each chapter
explains the importance of various types of reforms in terms of implications for
governance, provides international and national context, and draws upon specific case
studies. The final chapter suggests a series of criteria by which China's political
trajectory can be assessed.
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Ann Florini is a senior fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution and
founding director of the Centre on Asia and Globalisation at the National University of
Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy.

Hairong Lai is the executive director of China Center for Overseas Social and
Philosophical Theories. He specializes in political restructuring in China with a
particular focus on the evolution of semi-competitive elections and has published
widely in both Chinese and English on political evolution in China.

Yeling Tan is a pre-doctoral candidate in the Ph.D. in Public Policy degree program at
the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, and former research
fellow at the Centre on Asia and Globalisation.

H%: 1. Accountability and Administrative Reform

2. Evolution of Voting Mechanisms

3. Civil Society and Government-Sponsored NGOs

4. Transparency and Information Access

5. Conclusion: Implications of and for China's Political Trajectory
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the taboo against advocating the end of the party” s monopoly on formal power,
which remains absolute...
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¥ Hhttp://www.newasiabooks.org/review/china-experiments Post-Mao China has
long been viewed by many as a case of economic development without political
liberalization. While morethan three decades” market-oriented economic reforms
have transformed China...
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