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The apostle Paul was a vital force in the development of Christianity. Paul’s historical
and religious context affects the theological interpretation of Paul’s writings—no
small issue in the whole of Christian theology. Recent years have seen much
controversy about the apostle Paul, his religious and social context, and its effects on
his theology. In the helpful Counterpoints format, four scholars present their views on
the best framework for describing Paul’s theological perspective, including his view
of salvation, the significance of Christ, and his vision for the churches.

General editor and New Testament scholar Michael F. Bird covers foundational issues
and provides helpful summaries in his introduction and conclusion. New Testament
scholars, pastors, and students of Christian history and theology will find Four Views on
the Apostle Paul an indispensable introduction to ongoing debates on the Apostle
Paul’s life and teaching.
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Michael F. Bird is lecturer in theology at Ridley Melbourne College of Mission and
Ministry. He is the author of several books, including Evangelical Theology, The Saving
Righteousness of God, and with James Crossley, How Did Christianity Begin?
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