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From the Inside Flap

"Hugh Kenner's The Pound Era could as well be known as the Kenner era, for there is
no critic who has more firmly established his claim to valuable literary property than
has Kenner to the first three decades of the 20th century in England. Author of pervious
studies of Joyce, T.S. Eliot, Wyndham Lewis and Pound (to name a few), Kenner
bestrides modern literature if not like a colossus then at least a presence of formidable
proportions. A new book by him is certainly an event.... A demanding, enticing book
that glitters at the same time it anta%omzes....”The Pound Era presents us with an
idiosyncratic but sharply etched skeletal view of our immediate literary heritage."--The
New York Times

"Itis notoriously difficult to recognize degrees of pre-eminence among one's
near-contemporaries. We talk now of the age of Donne, a label that would have
seemed bizarre to Ben Johnson. Will The Pound Era seem an appropriate designation,
50 or 100 years hence, for the epoch we think of as 'modern'? Mr. Kenner's brilliantly
written book establishes an excellent case for supposing the answer to be 'Yes."--The
Economist

"Mr. Kenner's study...is not so much a book as a library, or better, a new kind of book in
which biography, history, and the analysis of literature are so harmoniously articulated
that every page has a narrative sense...The Pound Era is a book to be read and reread
and studied. For the student of modern letters it is a treasure, for the general reader it
is one of the most interesting books he will ever pick up in a lifetime o
reading."--National Review

TEENA:

William Hugh Kenner %January 7,1923 - November 24, 2003), was a Canadian literary
scholar, critic and professor.

Kenner was born in Peterborough, Ontario on January 7, 1923; his father taught
classics. Kenner attributed his interest in literature to his poor hearing, caused by a
bout of influenza during his childhood.

Attending the University of Toronto, Kenner studied under Marshall McLuhan, who
wrote the introduction to Kenner's first book Paradox in Chesterton, about G. K.
Chesterton's works. Kenner's second book, The Poetry of Ezra Pound (1951) was
dedicated to McLuhan, who had introduced Kenner to Pound on June 4, 1948, durin
Pound's incarceration at St. Elizabeths Hospital, Washington, D.C., where Kenner an
MclLuhan had driven as a detour from their trip from Toronto to New Haven,
Connecticut. (Pound, who became a friend of Kenner's, had suggested the book be
titled The Rose in the Steel Dust.) Later, Kenner said of MclLuhan, "l had the advantage
of being exposed to Marshall when he was at his most creative, and then of %ettmg fo
the far end of the continent shortly afterward, when he couldn't get me on the phone
all the time. He could be awfully controlling,

In 1950, Kenner earned a Ph.D. from Yale University, with a dissertation on James
Jo%ce, James Joyce: Critique in Progress, for Cleanth Brooks. This work, which won the
John Addison Porter Prize at Yale, became Dublin's Joyce in 1956. His first teachin

post was at the University of California, Santa Barbara (1951 to 1973); he then taught at
Johg;gﬁopkms University (from 1973 to 1990) and the University of Georgia (from 1990
tol .



Kenner played an influential role in raising Ezra Pound's profile among critics and other
readers of poetry. The publication of The Poetry of Ezra Pound in 1951 "was the
beginning, and the catalyst, for a change in attitude toward Pound on the American
literary and educational scenes." The Pound Era, the product of years of scholarship
and considered by many to be Kenner's masterpiece, was published in 1971. This work
was responsible for enshrining Pound's reputation (damaged by his wartime activities)
as one of the greatest Modernists.

Though best known for his work on modernist literature, Kenner's range of interests
was wide. His books include an appreciation of Chuck Jones, an introduction to
Feodesic math, and a user's guide for the Heathkit H100/Zenith Z-100 computer; in his
ater years was a columnist for both Art & Antiques and Byte magazine. Kenner was
also a contributor to National Review magazine and a friend of William F. Buckley, Jr.

Kenner was married twice: his first wife, Mary Waite, died in 1964; the couple had three
daughters and two sons. His second wife, whom he married in 1965, was Mary-Anne
Bittner; they had a son and a daughter. Hugh Kenner died at his home in Athens,
Georgia on November 24, 2003.

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Kenner
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