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On June 8, 2010, while on a book tour for his bestselling memoir, Hitch-22 , Christopher
Hitchens was stricken in his New York hotel room with excruciating pain in his chest
and thorax. As he would later write in the first of a series of award-winning columns for
Vanity Fair, he suddenly found himself being deported "from the country of the well
across the stark frontier that marks off the land of malady." Over the next eighteen
months, until his death in Houston on December 15, 2011, he wrote constantly and
brilliantly on politics and culture, astonishing readers with his capacity for superior
work even in extremis.

Throughout the course of his ordeal battling esophageal cancer, Hitchens adamantly
and bravely refused the solace of religion, preferring to confront death with both eyes
open. In this riveting account of his affliction, Hitchens poignantly describes the
torments of illness, discusses its taboos, and explores how disease transforms
experience and changes our relationship to the world around us. By turns personal
and philosophical, Hitchens embraces the full panoEly of human emotions as cancer
invades his body and compels him to grapple with the enigma of death.

MORTALITY is the exemplary Story of one man's refusal to cower in the face of the
unknown, as well as a searching [ook at the human predicament. Crisp and vivid,
veined throughout with penetrating intelligence, Hitchens's testament is a courageous
and lucid work of literature, an affirmation of the dignity and worth of man.
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Myself, | love the imagery of struggle, but sometimes wish I'm suffering for better
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Still being oneself might be the best way to die? "Will I really not live to see my children
married? ... To read - It indeed not to write — the obituaries of elderly villains like Henry
Kissinger and Joseph Ratzinger?"|"what do | want back? In the most beautiful
apposition of two of the simplest words in our language: the freedom of speech."

Prayer-a petition that the laws of nature be suspended in favour of the petitioner
himself confessedly unworthy/the unreasonable urge to have a monopoly on a veto
over what's sayable/when badgered on his deathbed and urged to renounce the devil,
Voltaire murmured this was no time to be making enemies/Brave?Save it for a fight you
cant run away from
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dissolve, a man engulfed by death. vertiginous. fragmentawaottm s, an overflow of
nietzschean vitality — can’ t hide the dreariness. horrified, flipped through a page,
it" sthelast page, and find Hitchens no more. No More. “Brave? Hah! Save it for a
fight you can™ trunaway from.”
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