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Avram Noam Chomsky was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on December 7, 1928. He received his early
education at the Oak Lane Country Day School and the
Central High School, Philadelphia, and then went on to

the University of Pennsylvania, where he studied linguistics,
mathematics, and philosophy. It was at the University of
Pennsylvania that he took his Ph.D., although most of the
research that led to this degree was carried out as a Ju-

nior Fellow of the Society of Fellows at Harvard University
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between 1951 and 1955. Since 1955 he has taught at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he now holds
the Ferrari P. Ward Chair of Modern Languages and Lin-
guistics. He is married, with two daughters and a son.
Chomsky's work has been widely acclaimed in academic
circles. He has been awarded several honorary doctoratcs:
by the University of Chicago (1967), the University of Lon-
don(1967), Loyola University (1970), Swarthmore College
(1970), Bard College (1971), the University ofDelhi(1972),

the University of Massachusetts (1973). He is a Fellow of

the American Society for the Advancement of Science; a
member of the National Academy of Sciences, the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the American Aca-
demy of Political and Social Sciences; and a Correspond-

ing Fellow of the British Academy. He has been a Visiting
Fellow at Columbia University (1957-58), a Fellow of the
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Institute of Advanced Studies at Princeton University(1958
-59), the Linguistic Society of America Professor at the
University of California at Los Angeles (1966), the Beck-

man Professor at the University of California at Berkeley
(1966-67). He has delivered the John Locke Lectures at

Oxford University (1969), the Shearman Memorial Lectures

at the University of London (1969), the Trinity College

Bertrand Russell Memorial Lectures at Cambridge Univer-

sity (1971).

Chomsky first made his reputation in linguistics. He

had learned something of the principles of historical lin-
guistics from his father, who was a Hebrew scholar of con-
siderable repute. (Chomsky himself did some of his earliest
linguistic research, for the degree of M.A.,on modern spo-

ken Hebrew.) But the work for which he is now famous,

the construction of a system of generative grammar, devel-
oped out of his interest in modern logic and the founda-

tions of mathematics, and was only subsequently applied

to the description of natural languages. Of considerable im-
portance in Chomsky's intellectual development was the
influence of Zellig Harris, Professor of Linguistics at the

University of Pennsylvania; and Chomsky himself has ex-



plained that it was really his sympathy with Harris's polit-
ical views that led him to work as an undergraduate in
linguistics. There is a sense, therefore, in which politics
brought him into linguistics.

Chomsky has been interested in politics since child-
hood. His views were formed in what he refers to as"the
radical Jewish community in New York" and have always

tended toward socialism or anarchism, In the 1960s he be-
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