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Held in Heidelberg from September 29 to October 2, 2008 by the collaborative research
center SFB 619 "Ritual Dynamics" , the international conference "Ritual Dynamics and
the Science of Ritual" assembled most of the leading experts on rituals studies and
more than 600 participants for the purpose of reassessing the traditional subject in
view of the latest research. The results, which are presented in five volumes (see
below), are pathbreaking for future transcultural, interdisciplinary and multi
methodical research on rituals. The convention was marked by the broad range of
disciplines and the corresponding diversity of methods. It embraced a tremendous
variety of topics in terms of cultural geography and spanned a time horizon from the
antiquity to the present. The proceedings show how broadly the term ritual can be
defined, as well as the conditions, modes and functions of ritual actions in different
cultures of the present and past. One of the most important conclusions of the
conference is that there cannot be "one single" model for rituals and that
interdisciplinary collaborations are the key to research on rituals. This also includes the
development and use of creative research methods.
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Kimberly H. Belcher:

Ritual Identity and Cultural Transition in the Syro-Malabar Rite Catholic Church in
Chicago. 27

Subhadra Mitra Channa:

A Ritual Transfer: From the High to the Low in Hindu-Tibetan Himalayan Communities.
43

Moritz Fischer:

“Let the Tears Flow” : Performative Transfer of Healing Rituals in Pentecostal Healing
Events between Repetition and Renewal and their Impact on the Globalisation of
Christianity. 65
Heiko Grunwedel:

Shamanic Rituals from Siberia to Europe: Cultural Exchanges between Indigenous
Healing Traditions of the Tyva and Neo-Shamans in Germany. 89
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HapCPy Mothers, Proud Sons: Hybridity, Possession, and a Heterotopy among Guyanese
Hinaus. 107

Liudmila V. Khokhlova:
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in South India. 205
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Han Chinese Tourists. 235
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Furope. 259

Ali Yaman:

Ritual Transfer within the Anatolian Alevis: A Comparative Approach to the Cem-Ritual.

269

Anne Mocko:

Rewriting Ritual: Community and Ethnicity in a San Francisco Performance of American
Origins. 2177
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Nils Holger Petersen:

Il Doge and Easter Processions at San Marco in Early Modern Venice. 301

Jens Fleischer:

The Cornerstone and Its Ritual Power. 313

Martin Wangsgaard Jurgensen:

In the Sphere of Sacrosanctity: Altars as Generators of Space in the Late Middle Ages.

323

Minou Schraven:

Foundation Rituals in Renaissance Italy: The Case of the Bentivoglio Tower in Bologna.

339

Erika Meyer-Dietrich:

Religion That is Heard in Public Spaces: Sound Production in Ancient Egypt in a Ritual
Context. 359
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Altars and the Sacred Space: An Investigation into the Missionary Use of Portable
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