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Thisis a shocking expose of the causes of Asia's massive gender imbalance and its
consequences across the globe. In 2007, the booming port city of Lianyungang
achieved the dubious distinction of having the most extreme gender ratio for children
under five in China: 163 boys for every 100 girls. The numbers may not matter much to
the preschool set. But in twenty years the skewed sex ratio will pose a colossal
challenge. When Lianyungang's children reach adulthood, their%eneration will have
tmmwﬂy—ourwﬂmonrmomnmenthanvwmmen.ThepwognossforCiinaérwﬂghboumisno
less bleak: rampant sex selective abortion has left over 160 million females "missing”
from Asia's population. And gender imbalance reaches far beyond South and East Asia,
aﬁectnﬁ%the(ZaucasuscourWHes,EastewwEurope,armjever1sonwegroupsinthelJS-a
rate of diffusion so rapid that the leading expert on the topic compares it to an
eEidemic. The world therefore is becoming increasingly male, and this mismatch is

likely to create profound social upheaval. Historically, eras in which there has been an
excess of men have produced periods of violent conflict and instability. Mara
Hvistendahhl has written a stunning, impeccably researched book that does not flinch
from examining not only the consequences of the misbegotten policies of sex selection
but Western complicity with them.
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