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With an extensive catalog at its heart, Prehistoric Life profiles hundreds of fascinating
species in incredible detail. The story starts in earnest 3.8 billion years ago, with the
earliest-known form of life on Earth, a bacteria that still exists today, and journeys
through action-packed millennia, charting the appearance of new life forms as well as
devastating extinction events. Of course, the ever-popular and endlessly intriguing
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dinosaurs feature large, but Prehistoric Life gives you the whole picture, and the plants,
invertebrates, amphibians, birds, reptiles, and mammals that are the ancestors of
today's species also populate its pages, making this book unprecedented in its
coverage of prehistory. Specially commissioned artworks use cutting-edge technology
to render species in breathtakingly realistic fashion, with astonishing images of
prehistoric remains, such as skeletons and fossils, to complete the story. To put all the
evidence in context, the concept of geological time is explored, as is the classification
of species and how the evidence for their evolution is preserved and can be
deciphered.
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本书印刷非常精美。详细的叙述了从太古代到第四纪的生物进化历程。其中包含了化石
的图和根据化石构建的古代动物模型。
除了图外，其文字部分也很有价值。叙述了目前对生物进化的主要论点。其内容与目前
的理论发展接轨。展示了很多目前最新的发现和理论。比如，显示了中国辽宁发现的很
多原始鸟的化石以及有关前寒武纪的全球冰川理论等。
一个缺点是，文字太小。读起来比较费劲。
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