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In Depression: A Public Feelings Project, Ann Cvetkovich seeks to understand why
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intellectuals, activists, professionals, and other privileged peopﬂestm&g\ethhfeeHn%f
of hopeless and self-loathing. She focuses particularly on those in academia, where the
pressure to succeed and the desire to find space for creative thinking and alternative
worlds bump up against the harsh conditions of a ruthlessly competitive job market,
the shrinking power of the humanities, and the corporatization of the university. In her
candid memair, Cvetkovich describes what it was like to move through the days as she
finished her dissertation, started a job, and then completed a book for tenure. Turning
tocﬂﬂcaEBSﬂ%SheseeksU)oeaUEnewfownsofwﬂﬂngandl«mwﬂedgethatdon%
necessarily follow the usual methods of cultural critique but instead come from
affective experience, ordinary life, and alternative archives. Across its different sections,
including the memaoir, the book crafts - and it's no accident that crafting is one of its
topks——a<1nuﬂalanaWSBthatcanadeapauﬂyrepm5entdepm55knwnotasrnedkal
pathology but as a historical category, a Telt experience, and a point of entry onto
discussions not only about theory and contemporary culture but about how to live.
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