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My Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense, and generous-hearted story about two friends,
Elena and Lila. Ferrante” sinimitable style lends itself perfectly to a meticulous
portrait of these two women that is also the story of a nation and a touching
meditation on the nature of friendship. The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but
vibrant neighborhood on the outskirts of Naples. Growing up on these tough streets
the two girls learn to rely on each other ahead of anyone or anything else. As they grow,
as their paths repeatedly diverge and converge, Elena and Lila remain best friends
whose respective destinies are reflected and refracted in the other. They are likewise
the embodiments of a nation undergoing momentous change. Through the lives of
these two women, Ferrante tells the story of a neighborhood, a city, and a country as it
is transformed in ways that, in turn, also transform the relationship between her
protagonists, the unforgettable Elena and Lila. Ferrante is the author of three previous
works of critically acclaimed fiction: The Days of Abandonment, Troubling Love, and
The Lost Daughter. With this novel, the first in a quartet, she proves herself to be one of
ltaly’ s greatstorytellers. She has given her readers a masterfully plotted page-turner,
abundant and ﬁenerous in its narrative details and characterizations, that is also a
ﬁtylifsh work of literary fiction destined to delight her many fans and win new readers to
erfiction.

TEENE:
Flena Ferrante is the author of The Days of Abandonment (Furopa, 2005), Troubling
Love (Europa, 2006), The Lost Daughter (Europa, 2008) and the Neapolitan Quartet

(Europa 2012-2015). Sheis also the author of a children” s picture book illustrated by
Mara Cerri, The Beach at Night.
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Utterly absorbing! The book walked me through a violent, vulgar and vulnerable
working class neighborhood and opened my eyes emmently You may rise above your
upbringings by being exceptional, but you can never get rid of your past. P.S. Please
change the lousy cover!
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