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Over the past 180 years scientists have discovered evidence that at least twenty-seven
species of humans evolved on planet Earth. What enabled us to survive when all the
others were shown the evolutionary door? Chip Walter tells the intriguing tale of how
against all odds and despite nature's capricious ways we stand here today, the planet's
most dominant species. Drawing on a wide variety of scientific disciplines, he reveals
how a rare evolutionary phenomenon led to the uniquely long childhoods that make
us so resourceful and emotionally complex. Walter explains how the evolution of our
highly social nature has shaped our moral (and immoral) behavior. He also plumbs the
roots of our creativity and investigates why we became self-aware in ways that no
other animal is. Along the way, Last Ape Standing profiles the mysterious "others" who
evolved with us - the Neanderthals of Europe, the "hobbits" of Indonesia, the
Denisovans of Siberia, and the recently discovered Red Deer Cave people of China,
who died off just as we stood on the brink of civilization eleven thousand years ago.
Last Ape Standing is evocative science writing at its best - a witty, engaging and
accessible story that explores the evolutionary events that molded us into the
remarkably unique creatures we are.
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评论

此书主旨是说，人类之所以发展繁荣，而有区别于其他灵长动物，一是因为漫长的儿童
成长期使得我们的头脑健全，应付变化的环境和外族（包括物种）侵犯；二是由于人类
有符号化思维能力，有自我意识，可以长期规划未来。
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