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Written by Leung Ping-kwan (Z23=%9) in the 1980s and 1990s, this volume of poetry
evokes the complexity of Hong Kong city life in the critical m oments preceding the
1997 handover. The poet muses upon the problems of cultural identity and the passing
of time, and explores the relationship between poetry and other genres and media
within a cross-cultural and cross-border context.

An introduction by Ackbar Abbas in the original edition relates Leung's writing to the
cultural and political space of Hong Kong in the 1990s. This expanded bilingual version
adds a new essay by Esther Cheung, and also a recent conversation between Leung
and three critics, which provides insights on how Leung's poetry still resonates
powerfully after two decades. The book invites readers to look afresh at Leung's
meditative poetry and probe into the contradictory realities of this changing
postcolonial city.
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Leung Ping-kwan, better known under his pen name Ye Si (12£f), is the author of
Foodscape (1997), Clothink (1998), Travelling with a Bitter Me lon (2002), Islands and
Continents (2006), Shifting Borders (2009), Hon%Kong Culture (1995), and Hong Kong
Literature and Cinema (2011). He is Director of the Centre for Humanities Research and
Chair Professor of Comparative Literature at Lingnan University.

Gordon Osing is retired from the writing program at the University of Memphis and
lives now lakeside in Delta bluffs woods in Eudora, Mississippi, where he is continuing
his career in reading and writing and traveling. The River City Writers Series, that he
began some thirty-five years ago at the University of Memphis, is still thriving. He sees
himself in a continuation of the works of the Southern Modernists, holding language in
poetry as re-contextualized, and the poem as artifact with its own protocols and
reasons, the ways and means of a poem” s attachmentsto “truth” belonging
peculiarly to poetry.
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