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Emerging from the grit and stigma of poverty to a life of fairytale privilege under the
wing of her aunt, the beautiful and financially ambitious Kate Croy is already
romantically involved with promising journalist Merton Densher when they become
acquainted with Milly Theale, a New York socialite of immense wealth. Learning of
Milly's mortal illness and passionate attraction to Densher, Kate sets the scene for a
romantic betrayal intended to secure her lasting financial security. As the dying Milly
retreats within the carnival splendour of a Venetian palazzo, becoming the frail hub of
a predatory circle of fortune-seekers, James unfolds a resonant, brooding tale of
doomed passion, betrayal, human resilience and remorse.

作者介绍: 

Henry James, son of theologian Henry James Sr., brother of the philosopher and
psychologist William James and diarist Alice James, was an American-born author,
one of the founders and leaders of a school of realism in fiction. He spent much of his
life in England and became a British subject shortly before his death. He is primarily
known for a series of major novels in which he portrayed the encounter of America
with Europe. His plots centered on personal relationships, the proper exercise of power
in such relationships, and other moral questions. His method of writing from the point
of view of a character within a tale allowed him to explore the phenomena of
consciousness and perception, and his style in later works has been compared to
impressionist painting.

James insisted that writers in Great Britain and America should be allowed the greatest
freedom possible in presenting their view of the world, as French authors were. His
imaginative use of point of view, interior monologue and unreliable narrators in his
own novels and tales brought a new depth and interest to realistic fiction, and
foreshadowed the modernist work of the twentieth century. An extraordinarily
productive writer, in addition to his voluminous works of fiction he published articles
and books of travel writing, biography, autobiography, and criticism,and wrote plays,
some of which were performed during his lifetime with moderate success. His
theatrical work is thought to have profoundly influenced his later novels and tales.
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henry james, unnecessarily obscure

-----------------------------
His full parenthesis was closed, he was once more but a sentence in a general text,that
from his momentary street corner showed as a great grey page of print that somehow
managed to be crowed without being fine./When Milly smiled it was a public
event-when she didn't, a chapter of history./As a healing and uplifting passion it's in
truth deficient.
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