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In 17th-century France, aristocratic women were valued by their families as
commodities to be married off in exchan%e for money, social advantage or military
alliance. Once married, they became legally subservient to their husbands. The
duchesse de Montpensier - a first cousin of Louis XIV - was one of very few exceptions,
thanks to the vast wealth she inherited from her mother, who died shortly after
Montpensier was born. In the daring letters presented in this bilingual edition,
Montpensier condemns the alliance system of marriage, proposing instead to found a
republic that she would govern, "a corner of the world in which ...women are their own
mistresses”, and where marriage and even courtship would be outlawed. Her pastoral
utopia would provide medical care and vocational training for the poor, and all the
homes would have libraries and studies, so that each woman would have "a rooom of
her own" in which to write books. Joan DeJean's lively introduction and accessible
translation of Montpensier's letters - four previously unpublished - allow us
unprecedented access to the courageous voice of this extraordinary woman.
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"il faut avouer qu’ en général la vanité et " amour-propre sont les ordinaires défauts
des Dames, et que I oisiveté quasi inévitable ou les hommes les ont exposées en les
jugeant incapables des grandes choses les porte trop ardemment a désirer

d’ acquérirde la gloire par leur beauté et par les louanges qu’ elles en attendent”
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