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In this collection of essays a number of distinguished scholars examine the
proletarianization process and its relation to social protest and class formation. The
authors consider how the social origins of the industrial work force and the migration
patterns that brought workers to industrial areas shaped the workers' developing
identity and led them to participate in mass protests. The essays provide an overview
of proletarianization in industrializing regions and in several different countries.
Although the authors of these articles employ a variety of disciplines--anthropology,
history, and sociology--all the essays deal with historical aspects of the process of class
formation and the forging of a modern working class. The essays span three continents
and two centuries, and the volume includes a comprehensive annotated bibliography
of relevant works drawn from the suggestions of the contributors.
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