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Capturing the grandeur of a gracious, splendid Europe of wealth and Old World
sensibilities, this glorious, complex novel has become a touchstone for a great

writer’ s entire literary achievement. From the opening pages, when the high-spirited
American girl Isabel Archer arrives at the English manor Gardencourt, James™ s
luminous, superbly crafted prose creates an atmosphere of intensity, expectation, and
incomparable beauty.

Isabel, who has been taken abroad by an eccentric aunt to fulfill her potential, attracts
the passions of a British aristocrat and a brash American, as well as the secret
adoration of her invalid cousin, Ralph Touchett. But her vulnerability and innocence
lead her not to love but to a fatal entrapment in intrigue, deception, and betrayal. This
brilliant interior drama of the forming of a woman’ s consciousness makes The
Portrait of a Lady a masterpiece of James™ s middle years.
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Were we born to rot in our misery----were we born to be afraid? i never know you
afraid! If you'll only trust me, how little you will be disappointed! The world's all before
us---and the world's very big. i know something about that.

It's in the setting of gloomy Rome that the nobleness in Isabel shines. In Gardencourt,
sheis too stereotypical to be lovable.
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What Contributes to Isabel's Tragedy? For a lady who bestowed upon dazzling beauty
by god, and inherited a handsome amount of money from her uncle, wondertul life,
like’a volume of painting , was supposed to unfold |tself before her. But, for Isabel, it's..
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| suddenly found myself sobbing like a baby after reading this novel, as if I myself had
confronted that tragic destiny of Isabel. It" "s said that a novel is in its broadest sense a
personal, a direct impression of life. When we read between the lines, we a..
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