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This Handbook is the first major volume to examine the conservation of Asia's culture
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and nature in relation to the wider social, political and economic forces shaping the
region today. Throughout Asia rapid economic and social change means the region's
heritage is at once under threat and undergoing a revival as never before. As societies
look forward, competing forces ensure they re-visit the past and the inherited, with the
conservation of nature and culture now driven by the broader agendas of identity
politics, tradition, revival, rapid development, environmentalism and sustainability. In
response to these new and important trends, the twenty three accessible chapters
here go beyond sector specific analyses to examine heritage in inter-disciplinary and
critically engaged terms, encompassing the natural and the cultural, the tangible and
intangible. Emerging environmentalisms, urban planning, identity politics, conflict
memorialization, tourism and biodiversity are among the topics covered here. This
path-breaking volume will be of particular interest to students and scholars working in
the fields of heritage, tourism, archaeology, Asian studies, geography, anthropology,
development, sociology, and cultural and postcolonial studies.
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Patrick Daly is a Senior Research Fellow at the Asia Research Institute, National
University of Singapore.

Tim \/\/ilnter is a Professor in the School of Social Sciences at The University of Western
Australia.
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