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Drawing on previously unused primary sources, this book paints an intimate and vivid
portrait of Palestinian society on the eve of modernity. Through the voices of
merchants, peasants, and Ottoman officials, Beshara Doumani offers a major revision
of standard interpretations of Ottoman history by investigating the ways in which
urban-rural dynamics in a provincial setting appropriated and gave meaning to the
larger forces of Ottoman rule and European economic expansion. He traces the
relationship between culture, politics, and economic change by looking at how
merchant families constructed trade networks and cultivated political power, and by
showing how peasants defined their identity and formulated their notions of justice
and political authority. Original and accessible, this study challenges nationalist
constructions of history and provides a context for understanding the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It is also the first comprehensive work on the Nablus region,
Palestine's trade, manufacturing, and agricultural heartland, and a bastion of local
autonomy. Doumani rediscovers Palestine by writing the inhabitants of this ancient
land into history.
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评论

非常厉害的一本书。作者从1700年以后纳布卢斯山区几个主要行业的生产关系入手，
以城乡关系和行业兴衰为主要线索，分析该地区如何曲折地从相对自治的地区转变为一
个中央管理的，处于世界经济体系内的地区，也指出了该地区如何适应环境的变化，以
及在此过程中阶层结构的转变。相当厉害的社会史，作者的叙事能力简直是一绝。
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