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“Long before | met him, | was a fan of his writing, and his merciless wit. He” s bigger
than food.” —Anthony Bourdain

NATIONAL BESTSELLER

Eddie Huang is the thirty-year-old proprietor of Baohaus—the hot East Village hangout
where foodies, stoners, and students come to stuff their faces with delicious Taiwanese
street food late into the night—and one of the food world” s brightest and most
controversial young stars. But before he created the perfect home for himself in a small
patch of downtown New York, Eddie wandered the American wilderness looking for a
place to call his own.

Eddiec%revv up in theme-park America, on a could-be-anywhere cul-de-sac in suburban
Orlando, raised by a wild family of FOB ( “fresh off the boat” 2 hustlers and hysterics
from Taiwan. While his father improbably launched a series of successful seafood and
steak restaurants, Eddie burned his wa%through American culture, defym%every

“model minority” stereotype along the way. He obsessed over football, fought the
all-American boys who called him a chink, partied like a gremlin, sold drugs with his
crew, and idolized Tupac. His anchor through it all was food—from making Southern
ribs with the Haitian cooks in hisdad’ s restaurant to preparing traditional meals in
his mother’ s kitchen to haunting the midnight markets of Taipei when he was
shipped off to the homeland. After misadventures as an unlikely lawyer, street fashion
renegade, and stand-up comic, Eddie finally threw everything he loved—past and
present, family and food—into his own restaurant, bringing together a legacy
séretchmg back to China and the shards of global culture he” d melded into his own
iaentity.

Funny, raw, and moving, and tqld in an irrepressibly alive and origmal,voice, Fresh Off
the Boat recasts the immigrant’ s story for the twenty-first century. It” s a story of
food, family, and the forging of a new notion of what it means to be American.

Praise for Fresh Off the Boat

“Brash and funny . .. outrageous, courageous, moving, ironic and true.” — New York
Times Book Review

“Bawdy and frequently hilarious . .. a surprisingly sophisticated memoir about race
and assimilation in America ... as much James Baldwin and Jay-Z as Amy Tan . ..
rowdy [and] vital ... It' sabookabout fitting in by not fitting inat all.” —Dwight
Garner, The New York Times

“Uproariously funny . .. emotionally honest.” — Chicago Tribune

“Huang is a fearless raconteur. [His] writing is at once hilarious and provocative; his
incisive wit pulls through like a perfect plate of dan dan noodles.” — Interview

“Although writing a memoiris an audacious act for a thirty-year-old, it is not nearly as
audacious as some of the things Huang did and survived even earlier. . . . Whatever he
ends up doing, you can be sureitwon” tlook or sound like an*thmgthat’ scome
before. A single, kinetic passage from Fresh Off the Boat . . . is all you need to get that
straight.” —Bookforum
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"I don't know the key to success, but the key to failure is trying to please everyone."

Being stuck with a in-between identity can really give you an odd sense of reality. There
is something important about the feeling of belon%ijng. So far, living here in the US has
not made me too homesick. | have been occupied by school and work, but | have a

feeling that one day that need will creep into my life. But for now, I carry on.
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RHPEH T AT R S His story was touching & made me sad. The environment of
his upbringing seems full of vulgar language, poverty, his parents being arguing,
fighting, unsupportive, lack of manner. All made him insecure & wanted to find his
identity. It reminds me of a lawyer friend who’ s also Asian American-his insecurity
radiates every pore of his skin.
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XHNEBNE®. Agangsterlearned from family tradition, school, homie gangsters
and keeps it real. American dream lives by so.
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Just to be honest, based on the title, it” s a zero star book. l wouldn’ t pick a book
called ‘fresh off the boat” simply because 1. The title is overwhelmingly racist. 2.
Asian literature is nothing but Asian stereotype, I’ d prefer Asian writer to writ...

Talking about things | don't like: too much cursing; how he plays the ball around the
edges of what's legal/ right and walk away from it; how he brushes off stupid things
he's done in the past as good stories and not drawing lessons from them; how he
prese...
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