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Using an illuminating method that challenges the popular notion of Romanticism as
aesthetic escapism, Theodore Ziolkowski explores five institutions--mining, law,
madhouses, universities, and museums--that provide the socio-historical context for
German Romantic culture. He shows how German writers and thinkers helped to
shape these five institutions, all of which assumed their modern form during the
Romantic period, and how these social structures in turn contributed to major literary
works through image, plot, character, and theme.
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