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Was Japan's economic miracle generated primarily by the Japanese state or by the
nation's dynamic private sector? In addressing this question, Kent Calder's richly
detailed study offers a distinctive reinterpretation of Japanese government-business
relations. Calder challenges popular opinion to demonstrate how Japanese private
enterprise has complemented the state in achieving the national purpose of industrial
transformation. Drawing on previously unexamined Japanese sources, he clearly
shows the difficulties experienced by the government in picking potential industrial
winners, together with its successes at the constructive but more limited tasks of
providing public infrastructure, encouraging technological borrowing across
industries, and promoting mixed public-private enterprises. While outlining the limits
of Japanese government efforts to organize and transform economic life, Calder also
highlights the important contributions of stable private sector partnerships between
banking and industry: often relegating the state to a reactive brokerage role, keiretsu,
or industrial groups, and Japan's long-term credit banks have fostered key infant
sectors such as automobiles and electronics and have also systematically restructured
declining industries. Strategic Capitalism is a book for all those interested in the
formation of industrial policy, market-oriented yet public-spirited alternatives to
bureaucratic guidance, and the true origins of Japan's global competitiveness.
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评论

非常不错的一部著作，时至如今也是非常具有参考价值的一部作品。在比较资本主义的
研究当中，通常把日本与德国视作Coordinated
Economics的典型，这些经济体的一大特性就在于诸多经济要素并不是通过纯市场的方
式运行的。而是通过规制，谈合与稳定的社会团体网络之间的方式配置的。而这一点要
成为可能，国家的介入就必不可少。相较Samuels的相互了承的日式资本主义这一概念
，这一部作品把Zysman，Johnson的研究结合起来，精细地描述除了日本资本主义的
微观经济运行网络与政治过程。突然想起来，最近不少的历史制度主义的研究作品，就
涉及日本案例的情况来看，已经感觉劣化了很多。一大原因自然在于，像Calder这样老
一代在日本有着广泛人脉和优秀语言与写作能力的学者已经为数不多。此书蛮值得一读
的
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