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John Locke's theory of personal identity underlies all modern discussion of the nature
of persons and selves - yet it is widely thought to be wrong. In his new book, Galen
Strawson argues that in fact it is Locke's critics who are wrong, and that the famous
objections to his theory are invalid. Indeed, far from refuting Locke, they illustrate his
fundamental point. Strawson argues that the root error is to take Locke's use of the
word "person" only in the ordinary way, as merely a term for a standard persisting
thing, like "human being." In actuality, Locke uses "person" primarily as a forensic or
legal term geared specifically to questions about praise and blame, punishment and
reward. In these terms, your personal identity is roughly a matter of those of your past
actions that you are still responsible for because you are still "conscious" of them in
Locke's special sense of that word. Clearly and vigorously argued, this is an important
contribution both to the history of philosophy and to the contemporary philosophy of
personal identity.
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囫囵吞枣临时抱佛脚

-----------------------------
十分细细细细致，一个个术语挑出来讲半天，解读主要还是从self as the subject of
experience的角度出发的，他讲Locke比自己写Self要清楚得多。指责Butler/Reid的误读
，也挑了当代洛克研究者的一些毛病，总体来说是挺不错的二手文献。

-----------------------------
不得不赞一句，解决了PI很多关键问题
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