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For centuries John Milton, author of Paradise Lost and many other poetic works, and of
radical pampbhlets on free speech, divorce and political rights, has emerged from
biographies as a woman-hating domestic tyrant or a saintly blind man. But, as Anna
Beer shows, his personal life was just as rich and complex as his professional one. By
close and groundbreaking analysis of Milton's careful editing of his own life, his wider
family's affairs, the records of hisgovemment work, and the history of EngEl)and during
one of its most tumultuous periods of social and cultural life, Beer brings both the poet
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and his period to vivid life.
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Anna Beer is Lecturer in Literature within the Department for Continuing Education at
the University of Oxford, and a Fellow of Kellogg College. She is the author of the
acclaimed Bess: The Life of Lady Ralegh, Wife to Sir Walter, and of an earlier academic
study of Sir Walter Ralegh's life and works, Sir Walter Ralegh and his Readers in the
Seventeenth Century. She lives in Oxford with her family.
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