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'This thoughtful and wide-ranging review of parties and party research contains
contributions from many of the foremost party scholars and'is a must for all library
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shelves' - Richard Luther, Keele University. 'The study of political parties has never
been livelier and this genuinely international Handbook - theoretically rich,
comparatively informed, and focused on important questions - defines the field. This
volume is both an indispensable summary of what we know and the starting point for
future research' - R K Carty, University of British Columbia. 'Political parties are
ubiquitous, but their forms and functions vary greatly from regime to regime, from
continent to continent, and from era to era. "The Handbook of Party Politics" captures
this variation and richness in impressive ways. The editors have assembled an
excellent team, and the scope of the volume is vast and intriguing' - Kaare Strom,
UnhmwsﬁyofCaHﬂawﬂa,San[Ne%o‘Pohﬂca\parUesareindBpensabkaUJdenmaoacy
and a central subject of research and study in political science around the world. This
rnaorneW/handbookistheﬁﬁxtoconuwehengvd%rnapthes&ﬂefﬁihefwtW
contemporary party politics scholarship. The Handbook is designed to: provide an
invaluable survey of the major theories and approaches in this dynamic area of study
andresearch;%wesxudentsandresearchensaconch%%%oadrnap'ujthecore
literatures in all the sub-fields of party related theorizing and research; identify the
theories, approaches and topics that define the current cutting edge' of the field. The
Handbook is comparative in overall approach but also addresses some topics to be
addressed in nationally or regionally specific ways. The resulting collaboration has
brought together the world's eading;maﬁytheoﬂstsU)Brovkjear1unﬂvaHedresource
on the role of parties in the pressing contemporary problems of institutional design
and democratic governance today.
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