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This book is based on a course I have given five times at the University of Michigan,
beginning in 1973. The aim is to present an introduction to a sampling of ideas,
phenomena, and methods from the subject of partial differential equations that can be
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presented in one semester and requires no previous knowledge of differential
equations. The problems, with hints and discussion, form an important and integral
part of the course. In our department, students with a variety of specialties--notably
diﬁerentia\geometry, numerical analysis, mathematical physics, complex analysis,
physics, and partial differential equations--have a need for such a course.
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