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This book is an attempt to apply ecological theories of competition and niche overlap
to explain instances of ethnic collective action that occurred in American society
around the turn of the nineteenth century. It uses event-history methods of analysis to
explore models of racial and ethnic confrontations, riots, violence, protest marches,
and other forms of public and collective activity organized around ethnic and racial
boundaries. My research strategy which I develop in the pages that follow involved a
constant interchange with my research group of graduate students, undergraduates,
and colleagues.

Honorable Mention in the 1994 Outstanding Publication Award, sponsored by the
Collective Behavior and Social Movement Section of the Am erican Sociological
Association.
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