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Review: "While the French Revolution has been much discussed and studied, its impact
on religious life in France is rather neglected. Yet, during this brief period, religion
underwent great changes that affected everyone: clergy and laypeople, men and
women, Catholics, Protestants and Jews. The 'Reigns of Terror' of the Revolution drove
the Church underground, permanently altering the relationship between Church and
State." "Nigel Aston offers a guide to these tumultuous events. While the structures and
beliefs of the Catholic Church are central, it does not neﬁlect minority groups like
Protestants and Jews. Among other features, the book discusses the Constitutional
Church, the end of state support for Catholicism, the 'Dechristianisation' campaign
and the Concordat of 1801-2." "Key themes are the capacity of all the Churches for
survival and adaptation, the role of religion in determining political allegiances during
the Revolution, and the turbulence of Church-State relations." "In this masterly study,
based on the latest evidence, Aston sheds new Iiﬁht on a dynamic period in European
history and its impact on the next 200 years of religious life'in France."--BOOK JACKET.

TEENE:

H%: Part I: Ancien regime religion -- The Gallican church structure and personnel --
Catholicism in eighteenth-century France: varieties of practice and belief -- Other
denominations -- The church and the Enlightenment -- Part Il: The impact of revolution
-- The Gallican church and the crisis of the monarchy, 1786-9 -- The collapse of the
historic ecclesiastical order, 1989-90 -- The civil constitution -- Part I1l: From schism to
terror, 1791-5 -- Church, state and revolution, 1791-5 -- The survival of religious groups:
The constitutional church -- The survival of religious groups: the refractory church --
The survival of religious groups: Protestants and Jews, 1789-1795 -- Dechristianisation
and the alternatives to Christianity -- Part IV: Towards a new religious order: The
directory and the consulate -- Religion and the directory, 1795-9 -- Religion and the
consulate, 1799-1804 -- Conclusion: The first empire and beyond.
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