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This work offers an analysis of the widely-used but ill-understood technique of thought
experiment which is a process of reasoning,. It is carried out within the context of a
well-articulated imaginary scenario in order to answer a specific question about a
non-imaginary situation and is extensively employed in fields as diverse as physics,
computer science, law, and philosophy. The book puts forward the argument that the
powers and limits of this methodology can be traced to the fact that when the
contemplation of an imaginary scenario brings us to new knowledge, it does so by
forcing us to make sense of exceptional cases.
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