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Students of political theory will welcome the return to print of this brilliant defence of
ordered liberty. Impugning John Stuart Mill's famous treatise, On Liberty, Stephen
criticised Mill for turning abstract doctrines of the French Revolution into "the creed of
a religion". Only the constraints of morality and law make liberty possible, warned
Stephen, and attempts to impose unlimited freedom, material equality, and an
indiscriminate love of humanity will lead inevitably to coercion and tyranny. Liberty
must be restrained by custom and tradition if it is to endure; equality must be limited
to equality before the law if it is to be just; and fraternity must include actual men, not
the amorphous mass of mankind, if it is to be real and genuine.
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评论

一个信奉道德威权主义的刑法学者和律师，比Burke更狠。对harm
principle界限不明的批评算是条理清晰地展现了，不过也不是思辨非常出彩有新意之作
，权当是给思维懒人做一点整理的功夫吧。且老夫子很多的presumption，早已是不合
时宜了。
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