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This edition is essentially that of Richard Aldington edited with reference to the French
editions by Andre Morize and George R. Havens. Norman L. Torrey's introduction is a
brief commentary on Voltaire's central purpose of reducing the doctrine of
philosophical optimism to absurdity. Also included are a list of principal dates in the
life of Voltaire and a selected bibliography.
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评论

"I would be glad to know which is worse,to experience all the miseries through which
every one of us has passed, or to remain here doing nothing?" "I have no more than
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twenty acres of ground , the whole of which I cultivate with the help of my children, and
our labour keeps us from three great evils- boredom, vice, and want."
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