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European history of the past century is full of examples of philosophers, writers, and
jurists who, whether they lived in democratic, communist, or fascist societies,
supported and defended totalitarian prmciFles and horrific regimes. But how can
intellectuals, who should be alert to the evils of tyranny, betray the ideals of freedom
and independent inquiry? How can they take positions that, implicitly or not, endorse
oppression and human suffering on a vast scale?

In profiles of Martin Heidegger, Carl Schmitt, Walter Benjamin, Alexandre Kojeve,
Michel Foucault, and Jacques Derrida, Mark Lilla demonstrates how these thinkers
were so deluded by the ideologies and convulsions of their times that they closed their
eyes to authoritarianism, brutality, and state terror. He shows how intellectuals who fail
to master their passions can be driven into a political sphere they scarcely understand,
with momentous results for our intellectual and political lives.
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Actually a fascinating and lucid (maybe biased? and shallow?) description of the ideas
of those minds. Eerily there seemsto bea “grand return” to the maxim “know
thyself” (with a necessity being self-aware). Whilst reading Lure of Syracuse, one could
nothel but remember the life of Chu Hsi and the Chinese tradition of
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