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Book Description

The undisputed master of the techno-thriller has written his most riveting -- and
entertaining -- book yet.

Once again Michael Crichton gives us his trademark combination of page-turning
suspense, cutting-edge technology, and extraordinary research. State of Fearis a
superb blend of edge-of-your-seat suspense and thought provoking commentary on
how information is manipulated in the modern world. From the streets of Paris, to the

laciers of Antarctica to the exotic and dangerous Solomon Islands, State of Fear takes
the reader on a rollercoaster thrill ride, all the while keeping the brain in high gear.

Amazon.com Exclusive Content
A Michael Crichton Timeline
1942: John Michael Crichton is born in Chicago, lllinois on Oct. 23.

1960: Crichton graduates from Roslyn High School on Long Island, New York, with high
marks and a reputation as a star basketball player. He decides to attend Harvard
University to study English. During his studies, he rankles under his writing professors'
criticism. As an act of rebellion, Crichton submits an essay by George Orwell as his own.
The professor doesn’ t catch thegﬂa(?arism and gives Orwell a B-. This experience
convinces Crichton to change his field of study to anthropology.

1964: Crichton graduates summa cum laude from Harvard University in anthropology.
After studying further as a visiting lecturer at Cambridge University and receiving the
Henry Russell Shaw Travelling FellovvshiE, which allowed him to travel in Europe and
North Africa, Crichton begins coursework at the Harvard School of Medicine. To hel
fund his medical endeavors, he writes spy thrillers under several pen names. One o
these vvor(lj@, A Case of Need, wins the 1968 Mystery Writers of America's Edgar Allan
Poe Awara.

1969: Crichton graduates from Harvard Medical school and is accepted as a
post-doctoral fellow at the Salk Institute for Biological Science in La Jolla, Calif.
However, his career in medicine is waylaid by the publication of the first novel under
his own name, The Andromeda Strain. The novel, about an apocalyptic plague, climbs
high on bestseller lists and is later made into a popular film. Crichton said of his
decision to pursue writing full time: "To quit medicine to become a writer struck most
people like quitting the Supreme Court to become a bail bondsman.”

1972: Crichton's second novel under his own name The Terminal Man, is published.
Also, two of Crichton's previous works under his pen names, Dealing and A Case of
Need are made into movies. After watching the filming, Crichton decides to try his
hand at directing. He will eventuall%direct seven filmsincluding the 1973
s%cience—ﬂction hit Westworld, which was the first film ever to use computer-generated
efrects.

1980: Crichton draws on his anthropology background and fascination with new
technology to create Congo, a best-selling novel about a search for industrial
diamonds and a new race of gorillas. The novel, patterned after the adventure writings
of H. Ryder Haggard, updates the genre with the inclusion of high-tech gadgets that,
although may seem quaint 20 years later, serve to set Crichton's work apart and he
begins to cement his reputation as "the father of the techno-thriller."



1990: After the 1980s, which saw the publication of the underwater adventure Sphere
(1987) and an invitation to become a visiting writer at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (1988), Crichton begins the new decade with a bang via the publication of
his most popular novel, Jurassic Park. The book is a powerful example of Crichton's
use of science and technology as the bedrock for his work. Heady discussion of genetic
engineering, chaos theory, and paleontologg run throughout the tightly-wound thriller
that strands a crew of scientists on an island populated by cloned dinosaurs run amok.
The novel inspires the 1993 Steven Spielberg film, and together book and film will

re-ignite the world” s fascination with dinosaurs.

1995: Crichton resurrects an idea from his medical school days to create the
Emmy-Award Winning television series ER. In this year, ER won eight Emmys and
Crichton received an award from the Producers Guild of America in the category of
outstanding multi-episodic series. Set in an insanely busy an often dangerous Chicago
emergency room, the fast-paced drama is defined by Crichton's now trademark use of
technical expertise and insider jargon. Thef\/ear also saw the publication of The Lost
World returning readers to the dinosaur-infested island.

2000: In recognition for Crichton's contribution in popularizing paleontology, a
dinosaur discovered in southern China is named after him. "Crichton's ankylosaur" is a
small, armored plant-eating dinosaur that dates to the early Jurassic Period, about 180
million years ago. "For a person like me, this is much better than an Academy Award,"
Crichton said of the honor.

2004: Crichton’ s newest thriller State of Fear is published.
From Publishers Weekly

If Crichton is right=if the scientific evidence for global warming is thin; if the
environmental movement, ignoring science, has gone off track; if we live in what he in
his Author’ s Message calls a "State of Fear," a "near-hysterical preoccupation with
safety that’ s at best a waste of resources and a crimp on the human spirit, and at
worst an invitation to totalitarianism"-then his extraordinary new thriller may in time
be viewed as a landmark publication, both cautionary and prophetic. If he iswrong,
then the novel will be remembered simply as another smart and robust, albeit preachy,
addition to an astonishing writing career that has produced, among other works,
Jurassic Park, Rising Sun, Disclosure and The Andromeda Strain. Crichton dramatizes
his message by way of a frantic chase to prevent environmental terrorists from
wreaking widespread destruction aimed at galvanizing the world against global
warming. A team lead by MIT scientist/federal agent John Kenner crosses the globe to
prevent the terrorists from calving a giant Antarctic iceberg; inducing terrible storms
and flash floods in the US; and, using giant cavitators, causing a Pacific tidal wave.
Behind the terrorists lurks the fantatical, fund-seeking chief of a mainstream
environmental group; on Kenner’ s team, most notably, is young attorney Peter
Fvans, aka everyman, whose typically liberal views on global warming chill as Kenner
instructs him in the truth about the so-called crisis. The novel is dense with cliffhangers
and chases and derrin%—do, while stuffed between these, mostly via Kenner’ s
dialogue, is a talky yet highly provocative survey of how Crichton thinks
environmentalism has derailed. There are plenty of ready-to-film minor characters as
well, from a karate-kicking beauty to a dimwitted, pro-environmentalist TV star who
meets one of the nastiest fates in recent fiction. There” s a lot of message here, but
fortunately Crichton knows how to write a thriller of cyclonic speed and intensity.
Certainly one of the more unusual novels of the year for its high-level mix of education
and entertainment, with a decidedly daring contrarian take, this take-no-prisoners



consideration of environmentalism wrapped in extravagantly enjo;gable pages is one of
the most memorable novels of the year and is bound to be a No.1 bestseller.

From Booklist

Crichton's novels often tackle cutting-edge technologiy and its implementation, but his
latest addresses an issue that's been around for a bit longer: global warming.
Millionaire George Morton is about to donate $10 million to the National
Environmental Research Fund (NERF) when he suddenly decides against it. His lawyer,
Peter Evans, is as surprised as anyone and is drawn into a web of intrigue after
Morton's car careens off the road and Morton is presumed dead. Just before his
"death," Morton was in contact with Dr. John Kenner, a researcher at the Center for
Risk Analysis, who opposes NERF's agenda and presents Evans with some startling
evidence about global warming. With Evans and Morton's assistant, Sarah, in tow,
Kenner travels to Antarctica, where he learns that a group of environmental extremists
are planning several attacks of environmental terror to convince the world of
impending ecological disaster. The thrills in Crichton's latest are interspersed with
fascinating but occasionally dense ecological facts and data, but he backs his
assertions about the unpredictability of climate change with copious research and
footnotes. Perhaps his most serious and important book yet.

Kristine Huntley
From AudioFile

The author of THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN and JURASSIC PARK has created a
combination of thought-provoking commentary and nail-biting action-adventure,
which focuses on how scientific information, like the theory of global warming, is
manipulated in the modern world. Against a backdrop of international locales,
narrator George Wilson brings a pulse-quickening tempo to the action-adventure parts
but grows lethargic as the scientists pontificate for Ion%jstretches. Sloppy production
allows three edits to interrupt the flow of the story. Crichton's volatile mix of gory
action and hard-core science challenges many of today's precepts about global
warming but ultimately fails to entertain or enlighten.

About Author

Michael Crichton was born in Chicago in 1942. His novels include The Andromeda

Strain, Congo, Jurassic Park, and Timeline. He is also the creator of the television series
ER.
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