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There are few writers about whom it can be said that they write just like they speak, but
Jack Kerouac (1922-1969) is clearly one of them. In 1958, Kerouac was a struggling
writer trying to create a new literary aesthetic based on the rhythms of human speech,
jazz-based improvisation, autobiography, and American slang. That year saw the
publication of his second novel On the Road, which would instantly propel him to fame
and ensconce him in the literary establishment. By 1969, he was dead of internal
hemorrhaging brought on by excessive drinking. Though his literary reputation may
have faded, the revolutionary zeal of his novels and the originality of his voice ensure
that his books are continually popular. Whether because of his literary merits or his
status as the voice of a new generation of writers, Kerouac is the unchallenged king of
the Beat generation.

Conversations with Jack Kerouac features interviews ranging from 1957 to 1969,
covering the breadth of the author's fame and literary output. Including a piece from
the Paris Review and a confrontational interview with CBS's Mike Wallace, the
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collection reveals Kerouac-whether drunk or sober, erudite or infantile, guarded or
convivial-as a thoughtful writer and complex thinker who resisted all labels placed on
him.

The interviews show how Kerouac revitalized American literature, but they also trace
his artistic and physical decline. The final interviews show how much the writer had
crippled himself emotionally with too much alcohol and how his art became more
unfocused as a result. Ultimately, Kerouac emerges as a tragic figure whose early
greatness in such books as On the Road, The Dharma Bums, and The Subterraneans
was subsequently consumed by his inability to evolve aesthetically and by his reliance
on substance abuse for inspiration.
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