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Book Description

When a letter arrives for unhappy but ordinary Harry Potter, a decade-old secret is
revealed to him that apparently he's the last to know. His parents were wizards, killed
by a Dark Lord's curse when Harry was just a baby, and which he somehow survived.
Escaping his hideous Muggle guardians for Hogwarts, a wizarding school brimming
with ghosts and enchantments, Harry stumbles upon a sinister adventure when he
finds a three-headed dog guarding a room on the third floor. Then he hears of a
missing stone with astonishing powers which could be valuable, dangerous, or both.

From Amazon.co.uk

Say %ou've spent the first 10 years of your life sleeping under the stairs of a family who
loathes you. Then, in an absurd, magical twist of fate you find yourself surrounded by
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wizards, a caged snowy owl, a phoenix-feather wand and jellybeans that come in every
flavour, including strawberry, curry, grass and sardine. Not only that, but you discover
that you are a wizard yourselfl This is exactly what happens to young Harry Potterin J K
Rowling's enchanting, funny debut novel, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. In
the non-magical human world--the world of "Muggles"--Harry is a nobody, treated like
dirt by the aunt and uncle who begrudgingly inherited him when his parents were
killed by the evil Voldemort. But in the world of wizards, small, skinny Harry is
renowned as a survivor of the wizard who tried to kill him. He is left only with a
lightning-bolt scar on his forehead, curiously refined sensibilities and a host of
mysterious powers to remind him that he's quite, yes, altogether different from his
aunt, uncle, and spoilt, pig-like cousin Dudley.

A mysterious letter, delivered by the friendlf/ giant Hagrid, wrenches Harry from his
dreary, Muggle-ridden existence: "We are pleased to inform you that you have been
accepted at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry". Of course, Uncle Vernon
yells most unpleasantly, "I AM NOT PAYING FOR SOME CRACKPOT OLD FOOL TO
TEACH HIM MAGIC TRICKS!" Soon enough, however, Harry finds himself at Hogwarts
with his owl Hedwig ... and that's where the real adventure--humorous, haunting, and
suspenseful--begins.

This magical, gripping, brilliant book--a future classic to be sure--will leave children
clamouring for a sequel. (Ages 8-13)

--Karin Snelson
Amazon.co.uk Review

Just when it seems that there cannot possibly be another twist to the Harry Potter tale,
Stephen Fry dons his haughtiest and naughtiest tones to bring Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone to vibrant life on audio.

Harry Potter has spent the first 10 years of his life at the mercy of the dreadful
Dursleys--the aunt, uncle and fat, spoilt brat of a cousin who reluctantly gave him a
home after the death of his mother and father. But on his 11th birthday Harry discovers
that he is no ordinary boy, and despite the best efforts of his hideous relatives he
escapes to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry to begin his new life as a
trainee wizard. And the rest, as they say, is history...

As Harry battles against the evils thrown in his path, Stephen Fry injects the
proceedings with a wry, dry and extremely contagious humour that perfectly suits the
tale, wringing out the best in Harry and his cohorts as they get to grips with their new
lives at the sharp end of Hogwarts. Fry's innate upper-class drone Is perfectly suited to
the telling of this most magical tale, cracking into the high-pitched squawking of
Hermione the swat, or the gentle tones of the firm but fair Dumbledore, or the evil
sniping of slimey Snape at precisely the right moments, adding further atmosphere
and intensity to the story

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone is a fine story and much has been written
about its success but until you have heard Fry's cracking reading of this most magical
of stories then you simplY haven't lived. As with any audio book, this one is perfect for
car journeys and an ideal way of introducing reluctant readers to the magic that is
Harry Potter. (Age 9 and over{

--Susan Harrison
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if there's one thing Voldemort cannot understand,it's love. He didn't realise that love as
powerful as your mother's for you leaves its own mark...
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