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This timeless poem-more than 2,700 year old-still vividly conveys the horror and
heroism of men and gods wrestling with towering emotions and battling amid
devastation and destruction as it moves inexorably to its wrenching, tragic conclusion.
Readers of this epic poem will be gripped by the finely tuned translation and
enlightening introduction.

Translated by Robert Fagles

Introduction and Notes by Bernard
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In fact it's Fagles's version that introduced me--in the very sense of the word--to Iliad. |
read a few pages and got excited, but later on found it too rapid, so | picked up
Lattimore.But1am grateful to Fagles and he is greatly praised by reviewers,
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the iliad is about rage- real, dangerous, violent and destructive rage. it is about pride
and about loss. Homer's poem makes it clear from the first page that war and tragedy
are inseparable, and that glory and honor are the motivation inspired heros. (Book 1, 6
9,16, 18, 22, 24)



One is fate, how the will of Zeus/God will alawys overpower the will of men. The other
is honor, how the mortal makes their choices in the face of war/death/fate/life,
regardless of the will of God. Honor had overturned one's fear and sorrow. The last
p}ece is humanity that drives one's love and hatred, one's wellbeing and suicide. SY
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EEBR: Homer'sworkis a performance, even in part a musical event. Perhaps that
is the source of his speed, directness and simplicity —and his nobility too. Surely it is a
major source of Homer's energy, the loft and carry of his imagination that sweeps al
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Pure magic.
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"Overpowered in all his power, sprawled in the dust, Achilles lay there, fallen . . . tearing
his hair, defiling it with his own hands... Achilles suddenly loosed a terrible, vvrenchmg

cry.”
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