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Itis about some of the ways of looking at things in the China of latter part of the Ming
dynasty. The work of this research introduced to a wide audience the concept of a
system of goods as a symbolic lan§uage, a way of sending and receiving messages
about soclety and about an individual™ s place within.
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In this book, Craig Clunas shows how traditional elites in sixteenth century Ming China
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investigated the special taste to distinguish them from the others who only possessed
luxury goods. Focusing on the manner of possessing those kinds of collections and c..
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In the book Superfluous Things Clunas suggests that the when studying a material
thing, people always do itin a positivism way instead of treat it as a symbolic language
to convey the message about society. Material culture of things is always neglected. I.

Between painting proper and visuality in general, “things” lie in between. They exist
in material forms, in discourse, in imagination, and in mobility. Drawing from Zhangwu
zhi by Wen Zhenheng Clunas depmts a general picture of things in mainly late Min...
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