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Along with his groundbreaking essays that redefine politics, language, identity, and
friendship in the light of gay experience and desire, this magisterial collection of 25
years of White's nonfiction writings includes dazzling subversive appreciations of
culturalicons as diverse as Truman Capote and Cormac McCarthy, Robert
Mapplethorpe and the singer formerly known as Prince. Reading tour.
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So far Edmund White's best essay collection. Particularly impressive is his long article
entitled "Nabokov: Beyond Parody," in which he regards Nabokov as "the best of the
century" and "the high priest of sensuality and desire." Another writer he admires is
Christopher Isherwood, whose fiction "Down There on a Visit" I find especially
attractive.
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