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Speak Chinese Today is a complete ungraded course in the Beijing dialect of modern
spoken Chinese. Sometimes referred to as Mandarin in the West, this dialect is the
official langua%e of the People's Republic of China and Taiwan. The text was desiFned
especially so that it could be used by those studying Chinese on their own as well as in
fhe classroom, and by beginning students as well as intermediate speakers of the
anguage.
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