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The most impressive idea to emerge from the recent World Economic Summitin
Davos, Switzerland: a new approach to identifying and managing the world's twenty
most pressing problems. In this a%e of instant communication and biotechnology, on
this ever-smaller planet, what kinds of problems have we created for ourselves? How
do we tackle them in a world where the accustomed methods used by nation-states
may be reaching their natural limits? In High Noon , J. F. Rischard challenges us to take
anew aPproaCh to the tvvenctjy most important and urgent global problems of the
twenty-first century. Rischard finds their common thread: we don't have an effective
way of dealing with the problems that our increasingly crowded, interconnected world
creates. Our difficulties belong to the future, but our means of solving them belong to
the past. Rischard proposes new vehicles for global problem-solving that are startling
and persuasive. With its clear-eyed ur%ency and refreshng specificity, High Noon is an
agenda-setting book that everyone who cares about the future must read.
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J. F. Rischard is the World Bank's vice president for Europe. He lives in Paris, France.
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