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The powerful tale of a japanese-Canadian girl, who survives the hardships of a WW |1
internment camp with the support of her strong aunt, Obasan.

TEENE:

H 5%: This powerful, passionate and highly acclaimed novel tells, through the eyes of a
child, the moving story of Japanese Canadians during the Second World War.

Naomi is a sheltered and beloved 5 year old when Pearl Harbor changes her life.
Separated from her mother, she watches bewildered as she and her family become
enemy aliens, persecuted and despised in their own land.

Surrounded by hardship and pain, Naomi is protected by the resolute endurance of
her aunt, Obasan, and the silence of those around her. Only after Naomi grows up,
does she return to question that haunting silence.
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oh god! they are accusing! they are accusing. they are voicing their sufferings, as if they
ﬂon't kﬂO\l/'\/' my people were tortured by their kind. how can |'sympathize with them!!
ow can [!!!
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“People who talk a lot about their victimization make me uncomfortable. It's as if they
use their suffering as weapons or badges of some kind...it's the children who say
nothing who are in trouble more than the ones who complain”
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Compared with the bustling and rustling praise and re-/over-interpreation over the
past 20 years, Obasan has been tranformed from postcolonial paragon to a
self-marginalising strategist. The very imbalance between its original authorial
intention and contem...
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