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The terms masculine and feminine are used symmetrically only as a matter of form, as
on legal papers. In actuality the relation of the two sexes is not quite like that of two
electrical poles, for man represents both the positive and the neutral, as is indicated by
the common use of man to designate human beings in general; whereas woman
negative.
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In Beauvoir' s observation, women are denied subjectivity in the eyes of men, for men
are the rule-makers and they represent the universal. She asserts her critique over this
male formulation of an essentialized notion of “women,” highlgghtmgthatsexual
differences are not absolute but socially, linguistically constructed.
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