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"The Pimlico Histo(rjy” significantly broadens the scope of Western philosophy to reveal
the influence of Middle Eastern and Asian thought, the vital contributions of Jewish
and Islamic philosophers, and the role of women within the tradition. Popkin also
emphasizes schools and developments that have traditionally been overlooked.
Sections on Plato and Aristotle are followed by a detailed presentation on Hellenistic
philosophy and its influence on the modern developments of materialism and
scepticism. Another chapter considers Renaissance philosophy and its seminal
influence on modern humanism and science. Turning to the modern era, the
contributors give equal attention to both sides of the current rift in philosophy
between continental and analytic schools, chartmﬁ the development of each right to
the end of the twentieth century. Each chapter includes an introductory essay, and
Popkin provides notes that draw connections among the separate articles. The rich
bibliographic information and the indexes of names and terms make the volume a
valuable resource. Combining a broad scope and penetrating analysis with a keen
sense of what is relevant for the modern reader, the book provides an accessible intro
for students and general read.
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