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Was Lenin a visionary whose ideals were subverted by his followers? Or was he a
cynical misanthrope, even crueler than Stalin? This book, which contains newly
released documents from the Lenin archive in Russia, lays bare Lenin the man and the
politician, leaving little doubt that he was a ruthless and manipulative leader who used
terror, subversion, and persecution to achieve his goals. Edited and introduced by the
eminent scholar Richard Pipes in collaboration with Y.A. Buranov of the Russian Center
for the Preservation and Study of Documents of Recent History in Moscow, the
documents date from 1886 through the end of Lenin's life. They reveal, among other
things, that: * Lenin's purpose in invading Poland in 1920 was not merely to sovietize
that country but to use it as a springboard for the invasion of Germany and England; *
Lenin took money from the Germans (here we have the first incontrovertible evidence
for this); * in 1919 Lenin issued instructions to the Communist authorities in the
Ukraine not to accept Jews in the Soviet government of that republic; * as late as 1922
Lenin believed in the imminence of social revolution in the West, and he planned
subversion in Finland, Turkey, Lithuania, and other countries; * Lenin had little regard
for Trotsky's judgment on important matters and relied heavily on Stalin; * Lenin
assiduously tracked dissident intellectuals and urged repressive action or deportation;
* Lenin launched a political offensive against the Orthodox Church, ordering that
priests who resisted seizure of church property be shot--"the more the better."
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评论

试读了部分内容。总的来说作者搜集整理并翻译解密档案是很值得肯定的，前言注释引
用参考资料等也很棒。从史料的角度，是值得一看的作品，前言部分中特别是“秘密档
案为何成为秘密”一点的阐述值得称道，美中不足是观点过于陈旧（或者是固执？），
一如本国一些内部资料的前言总结云云。可以同时参看视频
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ0Sqk4bSeU 及其转载
https://www.bilibili.com/video/av12636061
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