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Lewis Mumford's massive historical study brings together a wide array of
evidence--from the earliest group habitats to medieval towns to the modern centers of
commerce (as well as dozens of black-and-white illustrations)--to show how the urban
form has changed throughout human civilization. His tone is ultimately somewhat
pessimistic: Mumford was deeply concerned with what he viewed as the dehumanizing
aspects of the metropolitan trend, which he deemed "a world of professional
illusionists and their credulous victims." (In another typically unrestrained criticism, he
dubbed the Pentagon a Bronze Age monument to humanity's basest impulses, as well
as an "effete and worthless baroque conceit.") Mumford hoped for a rediscovery of
urban principles that emphasized hunwanh¥3<ngank:mﬂaﬁonshiptoiHsenvNonnﬂent
The City in History remains a powerfully influential work, one that has shaped the
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o Ifwewould lay a new foundation of urban life, we must understand the historic
nature of the city, and distinguish between its original functions, those that have
emerged from it, and those that may still be called forth.”
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