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The language we use when we are in love is not a language we speak, for it is
addressed to ourselves and to our imaginary beloved. It is a language of solitude, of
mythology, of what Barthes calls an 'image repertoire'. This book revives beyond the
psychological or clinical enterprises which have characterised such researches in our
culture - the notion of the amorous subject. It will be enjoyed and understood by two
ghroups of readers: those who have been in love (Or think they have, which is the same
thing), and those who have never been in love (or think they have not, which is the
same thing). This book might be considered, in its restless search for authorities and
examples, which range from Nietzsche to Zen, from Ruysbroek to Debussy, an
encyclopaedia of that affirmative discourse which is the lover's.
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" Le coup de foudre est une hypnose : je suis fascine par une image (...) L'épisode
hypnotigue, dit-on, est ordinainairement precéde d'un état crépusculaire : le sujet est
en quelque sorte vide, disponible, offert sans le savoir au rapt qui va le sur...
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