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Many years ago Gerard Hernshaw and his friends 'commissioned' one of their number
to write a political book. Time passes and opinions change. 'Why should we go on
supporting a book which we detest?' Rose Curtland asks. 'The brotherhood of Western
intellectuals versus the book of history,' Jenkin Riderhood suggests. The theft of a wife
further embroils the situation. Moral indignation must be separated from political
disagreement. Tamar Hernshaw has a different rouble and a terrible secret. Can one
die of shame? In another quarter a suicide pact seems the solution. Duncan Cambus
thinks that since it is a tragedy, someone must die. Someone dies. Rose, who has gone
on loving without hope, at least deserves a reward. (20021018)
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评论

默多克版的红楼梦啊这是！人物众多关系网复杂，前一百页一哄而上的登场简直是读者
的灾难，不遗弥细的描写也经常让人烦躁，但陀思妥耶夫斯基式的思辨节奏和一波又一
波的欧亨利式剧情突转成功抓住了我的心。
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