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This marvellous book is one of the most ingenious works of modern fiction, an entire
microcosm brought to life in a Paris apartment block. Serge Valene wants to create an
elaborate painting of the building he has made his home for the last sixty years. As he
plans his picture, he contemplates the lives of all the people he has ever known there,
Chapter by chapter, the narrative moves around the buildmg_é revealing a marvellously
diverse cast of characters in a series of ever more unlikely tales, which range from an
avenging murderer to an eccentric English millionaire who has devised the ultimate
pastime...
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